Living Hope – Equipping Track

Called According To His Purpose

“And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.” Romans 8:28-29

Introduction

God is working out his purpose. From the beginning of time until now, God has been working out his purpose through the whole of creation. And he will continue to work it out forever – his purpose is eternal! (Ephesians 3:8-11). Amazingly, we who have trusted our lives to Christ have a central role in that purpose. God sent his Son so that we might have eternal life – this is his purpose! (2 Corinthians 5:1-5).

Read Ephesians 1:3-14.

This is a complicated passage, full of extravagant language – because Paul is describing the wonder of God’s overall purpose for mankind! We were chosen before the creation of the world; chosen to be made holy and blameless; to be adopted as his sons (and daughters); to receive forgiveness through Christ’s blood. We exist for “the praise of his glory” (verse 12). And ultimately, he will “bring all things in heaven and on earth together under one head, even Christ” (verse 10).

Our Future Hope

The future hope of the Christian is not that God will somehow ‘fix’ this world, with all its problems: disease, poverty, suffering, death, greed, exploitation, war… Though our heavenly Father calls us to do all the good we can during this earthly life, our hope lies in his eternal kingdom.

Write out 2 Peter 3:13.

	     

	     

	     


See also Isaiah 65:17 and Revelation 21:1. Our hope is in God’s promise to us that we who have responded to him will have a place in his new creation, where everything will be fully and properly and permanently restored. See Romans 8:18-25; 1 Corinthians 15:19; Hebrews 11:13-16.

God’s Purpose In This Earthly Life

Even though we are looking forward to the new age to come, and our hope is in God’s eternal kingdom, our earthly life here and now is also of great importance. Our decisions and actions in this life have an impact on the life to come (e.g. Luke 19:16-17).

God has a specific purpose for each one of us during our present earthly life. For those who trust him his purposes are good (Jeremiah 29:11). Christ has redeemed us from the empty way of life handed down to us from our forefathers (1 Peter 1:18-19) and has instead promised us fullness of life (John 10:10). This fullness is ours when we pursue his purpose with a passion. The half-hearted will miss out.

Five Purposes

God’s purposes for us in this life may be described under 5 headings:

· Love And Worship God

The first thing God wants and requires from us is our love and worship! (Matthew 22:36-37; John 4:23-24).

Write out Luke 4:8.

	     

	     


· Live Together In Community

The second thing God wants and requires from us is to love one another and to live together in loving community with his people (John 13:34-35; 1 John 3:16-18). We are to love each other, forgive each other, show respect and kindness to each other, encourage and build one another up (Colossians 3:12-14; 1 Thessalonians 5:11).

· Serve One Another

The third thing God wants and requires from us is to serve (or ‘minister to’) others, especially fellow believers. The Lord Jesus himself set the example (John 13:12-17 and Matthew 20:24-28). And the Apostle Paul put it in a ‘nutshell’:

Write out Galatians 6:10.

	     

	     

	     


· Grow In Godly Character

The fourth thing God wants and requires from us is to grow in godly character – to be made holy. Sin is utterly destructive! The salvation we have received releases us from the bondage of sin through the blood of Jesus. Deliverance from sin takes time, and the process of spiritual growth lasts a lifetime. But, little by little, we are being transformed into the image of Christ! (2 Peter 1:3-4; 2 Corinthians 3:18).

· Reach Out To Others

The fifth thing God wants and requires from us is to share with him in his mission to seek and save the lost (Luke 19:10). We are “Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us” (2 Corinthians 5:18-20). God wants to use us to help others find him.

Fulfil Your Potential In Christ

Read 1 Corinthians 3:10-15.

Christ is the solid foundation of our spiritual lives. It is our responsibility to build on this foundation. Gold, silver and costly stones represent things of lasting value, such as doing good works or helping others find Christ – in fact, everything that’s in line with God’s will and purpose. Wood, hay and straw represent ‘dead works’, those things that have no eternal value, especially the destructive works of the sinful nature (e.g. Galatians 5:19-21). The ‘Day’ is the day of judgment when our worthless deeds will be burned up.

Question: How can you tell whether an activity is of eternal value or not?

Choose one option:

 FORMCHECKBOX 

It feels right

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Through the guidance of the Bible and the Holy Spirit

 FORMCHECKBOX 

It must be mentioned specifically in the Bible

Read 1 Peter 4:10-11.

It is all too easy to miss the life of effective service the Lord has planned for us. All we have to do is do nothing! It takes active effort on our part to discover and use the gifts God has given us. This can only happen if we step out in faith and try. If you don’t know what God is calling you to do – try something! You will discover your gifts and calling as you actively seek to serve God.

Two more points to remember: We must be faithful in serving others and not give up. And, whatever you do, do it wholeheartedly in order to please God rather than men (Colossians 3:23-24).

We Must Give An Account

Write out 2 Corinthians 5:10.

	     

	     

	     


Since we belong to Christ, we must answer to him for our lives. He will reward all the good we have done. The rest will be lost.

Read Luke 12:47-48.

Everything we have comes from God: Our health, job, family, wealth, home, car, possessions, and our very life itself (see Deuteronomy 8:17-18; Acts 17:25). Whether God has entrusted you with much or little, he is looking for a return on his investment (see Matthew 25:14-30). Therefore, let us serve him with everything we’ve got, to the praise of his glory!

“Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labour in the Lord is not in vain.”
1 Corinthians 15:58
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